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feet of a woman the more beautiful she is pronounced
to be and the greater the attraction she*possesses for
men. However, it is not only in this matter of feet
that ideas of feminine beauty differ Radically in
China from the rest of the world, but also as regards
a certain other part of the body which lends such a
charm and distinction to her sex. I mean all those
distinguishing charms of line and curve in the upper
half of a woman's body which make her at once the
embodiment of all that is motherly and benign in
nature and sweet and lovable in the eyes of men.
All down the long ages in no part of the world have
the men ever shown complete insensibility to this
special mark of favour of Nature's to their woman-
kind, much less looked upon it with feelings of
aversion. On the contrary, no sooner had its sense of
modesty been awakened and the sex taken to cover-
ing its person, than it had systematically employed
all the resources of art and wealth to add grace and
beauty to its natural charm and attraction. In
China alone it is otherwise. There not only has this
special gift of Nature's to women failed to charm the
opposite sex and left the aesthetic sense of the sex
itself untouched, but both sexes, I was told, look
upon it with feelings of positive abhorrence; and as
soon as the girl begins to grow up the most rigorous
measures are taken by means of bandages and other
ruder contrivances to suppress each waxing line and
flatten down each rising curve. But the strangest
part of it all was that these women who could
scarcely stand on their feet and who had deliberately
shorn themselves of all womanly attraction, managed